
March 31, 2015 

 

The Hon. John Boehner 

The Hon. Nancy Pelosi 

The Hon. Mitch McConnell 

The Hon. Harry Reid 

 

 

As former U.S. officials with a deep interest in Latin America, we know firsthand the positive economic 

impact of trade agreements both at home and abroad.  Free trade agreements (FTAs) not only eliminate 

barriers to trade in foreign markets, but they also support and create U.S. jobs, while helping export 

more American-made products and services overseas. 

 

Out of the twenty countries with which the U.S. currently has FTAs, over half are Latin American.  Our 

FTAs have helped Mexico and Chile become two of the world’s most globalized countries, and through 

NAFTA, U.S. trade with Mexico and Canada has tripled to more than $1 trillion per year.  Our FTAs in 

the region have also helped to provide a secure legal framework for U.S. investors, protect intellectual 

property, and ensure effective enforcement of labor and environmental laws. 

 

FTAs have also allowed the U.S. to deepen our partnerships with key allies in the region, such as 

Colombia, Peru, and Central America, fostering broader cooperation on counternarcotic, security, and 

migration efforts.  In all, FTAs provide enormous areas of opportunity not only for domestic economic 

growth, but also for greater geopolitical and strategic cooperation in the region. 

 

Critical to our ability to negotiate and implement these market-opening agreements is the passage of 

Trade Promotion Authority (TPA).  TPA ensures a high standard for international commerce by laying 

out principal negotiating objectives.  For over thirty years, TPA has enjoyed bipartisan support; no 

major trade legislation has passed Congress without it. 

 

TPA is also the catalyst to advancing 21
st
 century trade agreements with some of the world’s most 

dynamic economies in Latin America and beyond.  In addition to the ongoing negotiations for the 

Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP), TPA would set the negotiating standards for the 

Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP).  Five of the fourteen TPP negotiation partners are in the Western 

Hemisphere: Canada, Mexico, Chile and Peru, as well as the U.S.  A comprehensive TPP deal would 

serve the dual purpose of modernizing the arrangements of NAFTA, as well as strengthening our 

relationship with other key partners in Latin America.   

 

Trade is one of America’s most powerful foreign policy tools, and will buttress our leadership role in the 

region.  As such, we urge the U.S. Congress to pass TPA as swiftly as possible to ensure the 

advancement of these important trade agreements and of our partnership with key allies in Latin 

America and the world. 

 

 

 

 

 



Signed,  
 

Bernard Aronson 

Assistant Secretary of State for Inter-American 

Affairs (1989-1993) 
 

Michael Barnes 

Member of Congress (1979-1987) 
 

Walter Bastian 

Deputy Assistant Secretary of Commerce for 

the Western Hemisphere (2001-2015) 
 

Henry Cisneros 

Secretary of Housing and Urban Development 

(1993-1997) 
 

Nelson W. Cunningham 

Special Advisor to the President for Western 

Hemisphere Affairs (1997-1998) 
 

Jeffrey Davidow 

Assistant Secretary of State for Inter-American 

Affairs (1996-1998) 

Ambassador to Mexico (1998-2002)  

Ambassador to Venezuela (1993-1996) 
 

Richard Feinberg 

Senior Director for Inter-American Affairs, 

National Security Council (1993-1996) 
 

Carlos Gutierrez 

Secretary of Commerce (2005-2009) 
 

Carla Hills 

U.S. Trade Representative (1989-1993) 
 

Donna Hrinak 

Ambassador to Brazil (2002-2004) 

Ambassador to Venezuela (2000-2002) 

Ambassador to Bolivia (1998-2000) 

Ambassador to the Dominican Republic (1994-

1997) 
 

James Jones 

Ambassador to Mexico (1993-1997) 

Member of Congress (1973-1987) 

White House Chief of Staff (1968-1969) 

 Jim Kolbe 

Member of Congress (1985-2007) 
 

Thomas F. McLarty, III 

Special Envoy for the Americas (1996-1998) 

White House Chief of Staff (1993-1994) 
 

John D. Negroponte 

Deputy Secretary of State (2007-2009) 

Director of National Intelligence (2005-2007) 

Ambassador to Mexico (1989-1993) 

Ambassador to Honduras (1981-1985) 
 

Roger Noriega 

Assistant Secretary of State for Western 

Hemisphere Affairs (2003-2005) 

Ambassador to the Organization of American States 

(OAS) (2001-2003) 
 

Otto Reich 

Assistant Secretary of State for Western 

Hemisphere Affairs (2001-2002) 
 

Peter Romero 

Assistant Secretary of State for Western 

Hemisphere Affairs (2001) 

Ambassador to Ecuador (1993-1996) 
 

Francisco Sanchez  

Under Secretary of Commerce for International 

Trade (2010-2013) 
 

Donna E. Shalala 

Secretary of Health and Human Services (1993-

2001) 
 

Arturo Valenzuela 

Assistant Secretary of State for Western 

Hemisphere Affairs (2009-2011) 
 

Alexander Watson 

Assistant Secretary of State for Inter-American 

Affairs (1993-1996) 

Ambassador to Peru (1986-1989) 

 


