December 21, 2016

Dear Mr. President,

Kidney transplantation offers patients with end stage renal disease a longer and improved quality of life at a lower cost than
their only alternative treatment—dialysis. Unfortunately, with over 100,000 patients on the ever-growing waitlist and only
17,000 kidney transplants performed annually, the demand for organs far exceeds the supply. Patients wait for 5-8 years on

average and many die while on the waitlist.

For approximately one-third of the patients on the waitlist, their plight is made more difficult because their highly sensitized
status from prior pregnancies, blood transfusions, or transplants means that they are difficult to match and will likely stay on
the waitlist longer than their non-sensitized peers. For those sensitized patients on the waitlist with a willing but incompatible
live donor, they can participate in kidney-paired donation (also called kidney exchanges or chains), but more than half will not

find a compatible match.

Building on recent breakthroughs in incompatible kidney transplants, the undersigned 38 organ transplant centers are
announcing a collaborative study — the largest data sharing arrangement of its type — to identify best practices for the one-third
of kidney patients who are difficult to transplant because they have a highly sensitized immune system that would attack the
transplanted kidney. This study will provide new insights into treatment options for this population through what is known as

“desensitization” so that transplants are not rejected.

Dorry L. Segev Robert A. Montgomery
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Johns Hopkins University New York University
Baltimore, MD New York, NY

Baystate Medical Center Cedars Sinai Medical Center
Springfield, MA Los Angeles, CA

Cleveland Clinic Columbia University
Cleveland, OH New York, NY

Cornell University Duke University

New York, NY Durham, NC



George Washington University Hospital

Washington, DC

Massachusetts General Hospital

Boston, MA

MedStar Georgetown University Hospital

Washington, DC

Mount Sinai Medical Center

New York, NY

Ohio State University
Columbus, OH

St. Louis University

St. Louis, MO

Thomas Jefferson University

Philadelphia, PA

University of California Los Angeles

Los Angeles, CA

University of Cincinnati

Cincinnati, OH

University of lowa

Iowa City, [A

University of Massachusetts

Worcester, MA

INTEGRIS Baptist Medical Center

Oklahoma City, OK

Mayo Clinic

Rochester, MN

Montefiore Medical Center

New York, NY

Northwestern Memorial Hospital

Chicago, IL

St. Barnabas Medical Center

Livingston, NJ

Stanford University

Palo Alto, CA

University of Alabama — Birmingham

Birmingham, AL

University of California San Francisco

San Francisco, CA

University of Illinois — Chicago
Chicago, IL

University of Maryland

Baltimore, MD

University of Miami

Miami, FL



University of Michigan
Ann Arbor, MI

University of North Carolina
Chapel Hill, NC

University of Washington
Seattle, WA

Virginia Commonwealth University

Richmond, VA

University of Minnesota

Minneapolis, MN

University of Virginia

Charlottesville, VA

Vanderbilt University Medical Center

Nashville, TN

Washington University

St. Louis, MO



