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Organization: NYC Environmental Protection

Comment: Attachment submitted via mail.

Path:

Name: Angela Licata
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Organization: SPO Maine State Planning Office

Comment: Attachment submitted via mail.

Path:

Name: Kathleen Leyden
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Organization: Kitsap County Board of Commissioners

Comment: Attachment sent via mail.

Path:

Name:
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Organization: U.S. All Islands Coral Reef Committee

Comment: I submit the attached comments on behalf of the U.S. All Islands Coral Reef Committee

Path: http://edit.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/webform/noc-
_aic_comments_on_nop_implementation_plan_1.doc

Name: Takiora Ingram
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U.S. All Islands Coral Reef Committee 

Comments on the Draft National Ocean Policy Implementation Plan 

February 24, 2012 

 
General Comments 

 
The U.S. All Islands Coral Reef Committee (AIC) welcomes the Draft National Ocean Policy 

Implementation Plan which describes more than 50 actions the Federal Government will take to 

improve the health of our oceans, coasts and Great Lakes. The AIC appreciates the opportunity to 

provide comments on the plan. 

 

We agree that the draft Implementation Plan reflects federal actions needed to address the nine 

priorities for the oceans, coasts and the Great Lakes to achieve the vision and charge of the National 

Ocean Policy. We are optimistic that the Plan will ensure the Federal Government targets limited 

resources more effectively to deliver demonstrable results for the nation, including predictability for 

users, more efficient and coordinated decision-making, and improved sharing of data and technology.  

 

We agree with the four themes that guide the draft Implementation Plan: Adopt ecosystem-based 

management (EBM); Obtain, use and share the best science and data; Promote efficiency and 

collaboration; and Strengthen regional efforts. CMSP is an important tool for implementing EBM. 

 
We endorse Plan’s intention to ensure that the Federal Government targets limited resources 

more effectively to deliver demonstrable results for the American people, including predictability 

for users, more efficient and coordinated decision-making, and improved sharing of data and 

technology. 
 

Since 1994, the AIC has represented the interests of the Governors of the nation’s seven coral 

jurisdictions1 (states, territories and commonwealths) on issues related to the sound management and 

development of coastal and ocean resources.  

 

The states and territories are on the front lines of the work of balancing competing uses in the 

coastal zone, managing the development of traditional and renewable energy sources, and 

adapting to climate change impacts. The seven states and territories that are members of the AIC 

are in a unique partnership position to lead efforts to address the most pressing challenges facing 

our oceans and coasts. 

Like the federal government, our member states and territories are sovereigns, landowners, 

regulators, and managers of marine and coastal resources. The jurisdiction of coastal states extends 

seaward to encompass significant ocean areas, resources, and uses, out to three miles in most cases 

and, in a few cases, beyond three miles.  

 

Coastal states and territories have Public Trust responsibilities for the nation’s coastal submerged 

lands and state ocean waters and for protecting fish and wildlife resources in these areas. These 

                                                           
1
 American Samoa, Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands (CNMI), Florida, Guam, Hawaii, 

Puerto Rico, U.S. Virgin Islands 

 



responsibilities are exercised on behalf of all citizens, including future generations. States regulate 

and manage these marine and coastal resources, often in partnership or consultation with federal 

agencies. In addition, coastal states and territories have specific authority delegated to them under the 

Coastal Zone Management Act to ensure that activities and permits of federal agencies that may 

affect their coastal zone are consistent with approved state policies.  Also, member jurisdictions of 

the AIC have specific mandates under the Coral Reef Conservation Act and Presidential Executive 

Order 13089 (1998) to protect and conserve coral reefs in the United States. Thus, AIC recommends 

that the NOP Implementation Plan reflect these unique Constitutional responsibilities and the states 

and territories’ major role in managing ocean and coastal resources. 

 

Under the Public Trust Doctrine, coastal states and territories have trust responsibilities over these 

resources. Also, under the Coastal Zone Management Act, Coral Reef Conservation Act and 

Presidential Executive Order 13089, coastal states and territories have the responsibility to manage 

coastal and coral reef resources within the coastal zone and review activities outside of the coastal 

zone that might affect it. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Given these significant roles, the AIC strongly recommends that the federal government 

 

 Work with states and territories as equal partners in managing ocean resources and 

implementing the National Ocean Policy.  

 

 Provide additional resources, including funding and technical assistance, to the states and 

territories to implement the National Ocean Policy and CMSP.   

 

 Support Reauthorization of the Coastal Zone Management Act and Coral Reef Conservation 

Act. 

 

 Ensure that the Implementation Plan builds on existing state, regional, and federal 

partnerships, including the U.S. Coral Reef Task Force.  

 

 Support state, territorial and local efforts to provide critical projections of climate change 

impacts on coasts and oceans at decision-relevant scales to reduce risks and impacts. 

 

  Support states and territories to assess the vulnerability of coastal and ocean environments 

and communities to climate change and ocean acidification. 

 

 Support states and territories in managing renewable energy development. 

 

 Enhance ecosystem based management through improved tools including adaptive 

management and coastal marine spatial planning. 

 

 Acknowledge Public Trust responsibilities of Federal Agencies. 

 

Implementation Plan Actions 

The following are comments on selected strategies in the Plan: 

 



Improve permitting – we support the Federal agencies of working together with states and 

territories to more efficiently coordinate their permitting processes to eliminate unnecessary 

delays and burdens for applicants, and more effectively protect ocean health. 

  

Provide scientific information to support emerging sustainable uses of resources including 

for fisheries, renewable energy, aquaculture and biotechnology - we fully support the NOC’s 

initiatives to increase access to data and information to provide new and expanded opportunities 

for sustainable economic growth in traditional and emerging sectors, including renewable 

energy, aquaculture and biotechnology. 

 

Locate, control and eradication of invasive species populations.  We fully support Federal 

agencies working together with state and local partners to promote and coordinate actions to 

locate, monitor, control and where possible, eradicate invasive species populations. 

 

Improve water quality by reducing the impacts of trash, marine debris and sources of 

excess nutrients, sediments, pollutants, and pathogens. Pollution to streams, rivers, estuaries and 

coasts is a significant cause of declining ocean and coastal ecosystem health.  Corals are 

particularly vulnerable to pollutants and sedimentation.  We look forward to working in 

partnership with federal agencies to implement conservation and best management practices to 

reduce rural and urban sources of pollution to improve local water quality and enhance 

ecosystem services. 

 

Support vulnerable coastal communities in addressing impacts of climate change on 

infrastructure and economies. We agree with the N0P strategy to strengthen and integrate 

observations from the National’s protected areas, research activities and observing systems into a 

coordinated network to provide decision-makers with information to reduce risks and increase 

resilience of ocean and coastal communities. Increased understanding of climate change and 

ocean acidification impacts will improve vulnerability assessments and effectiveness of 

adaptation actions to reduce risks and impacts. 
 

Regional ecosystem protection and restoration – We fully support Action 4: to Strengthen 

interagency collaboration to protect and conserve coral reef ecosystems. Improving coral reef 

conservation by strengthening interagency coordination will promote a ridge-to-reef or watershed 

approach to address-land based sources of pollution, and facilitate a more consistent approach to 

evaluating, assessing and mitigating impacts to coral reef ecosystems. We agree with the initiatives 

to establish a mechanism for controlling invasive species to help improve water quality and 

ecosystem services; identifying significant marine areas for science-based protection that balances 

conservation and human uses; and increased monitoring and data collection to improve the 

effectiveness of habitat restoration. 

 

CMSP – We look forward to receiving the Handbook for regional CMSP which will assist our 

regional planning bodies with guidance and information to support the regional planning process. 

We also look forward to receiving assistance to implement regional CMSP workshops in the 

Pacific Islands and Caribbean Regions.  Our jurisdictions will also actively participate on the 

Regional Planning Bodies, when they are established. 



Organization:

Comment: I have read the Draft National Ocean Policy Implementation Plan.  The Plan is missing a 
very key element.  A full fledged commitment to Stop Invasive Species.  We must find new 
ways to control the introduction of Invasive Species from being introduced to the Marine 
and Fresh Waters.  America needs to Lead the World in Invasive Species Prevention, 
Control and Eradication on the High Priority Invasive Species.  Both Fauna and Flora 
species should be Listed and High, Medium and Low Priorities.  

I am very concerned that the reduction of Breeding Stock already introduced is not taken 
more Seriously.  There needs to be more action taken about the problem of invasive 
species control.  

Path:

Name: Cyndi Karp
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Organization: Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission

Comment:

Path: http://edit.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/webform/draft_nop_imp_plan_comments.
pdf

Name: Craig Bowhay
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Organization:

Comment:
“While noting the administrative buildup, the plan incorporates inadequate congressional 
oversight,” commented Tom Ingram, Executive Director of DEMA.

I think DEMA should stay OUT of politics.  We get enough without their political rhetoric.

Continue reading on Examiner.com Scuba Diving industry critical of Obama 
Administration's National Ocean Policy - National scuba diving | Examiner.com 
http://www.examiner.com/scuba-diving-in-national/scuba-diving-industry-critical-of-
obama-administration-s-national-ocean-policy#ixzz1odiVvUSL

Path:

Name: wilton nelson
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Organization: Ocean Defenders Alliance

Comment: Hello Obama Administration 

I'll keep it short - please do all you can to ensure our Oceans are as vibrant and healthy as 
how we found them before the 21st Century began. Like most of the natural world, 
wildlife of the seas do not generally benefit from human advancement, rather tend to 
suffer at our hand. Since they live in water and we live in air, the least we can do is respect 
their world and do our best to find a harmonious balance between smart marine "resource 
extraction", unpreventable pollution, and "live and let live". 

Future generations of Americans & international Humans are already watching what we 
do today, and history is generally not kind to those who do not head common sense and 
fight the good fight. 

I strongly believe the Obama Administration wants to do the Right Thing by the Oceans 
territories the world's greatest nation (USA) can effectively manage in the years, decades 
and centuries ahead with our partners and allies from around the only planet we have.

Sincerely,

Scott Sheckman
Founding Board Director
Ocean Defenders Alliance 
www.oceandefenders.org 

Path:

Name: Scott Sheckman
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Organization:

Comment: I think I read and commented on another Ocean Policy draft when Bill Clinton was 
President.  Regrettably, I don't have enough time to keep reading these tomes since I'm 
not getting paid to read them.  After putting more years under my belt, I've concluded that 
it's almost a waste of time to comment because what really matters, is POLITICS and the 
human factor will always supercede the nonhuman factors.  So, this almost seems like a 
paper exercise to give government workers something to do.

You can tally my comment as agreeing with what the National Association of Charterboat 
Operators has submitted.

Thank you.

Path:

Name: Brenda Foxy
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Organization: Reef Check Foundation

Comment: It is a major oversight that while a large part of this plan is devoted to applying high tech 
methods of gathering data, there is no mention of the role of citizen science. From the 
Florida Keys to Hawaii to the coast of California, citizen-scientists are monitoring 
population of marine organisms living on coral reefs and rocky reefs. Online databases 
such as Reef Check's NED system ned/reefcheck.org already make all of this data available 
to policy-makers and marine managers. The support provided by the federal government 
to this effort has been almost zero! Given the fiscal constraints now faced, isn't it time the 
US government begin to support the thousands of voluteers wanting to help better 
monitor and manage our oceans? It would be sensible to add some text under the 
Observations heading reviewing the current and future role of citizen science and 
organizations like Reef Check in the future of ocean education, monitoring and 
management. Given leverage provided by thousands of trained volunteers, it would be 
logical to put more funding into citizen science.

Path:

Name: Gregor Hodgson
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Organization:

Comment:

Path: http://edit.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/webform/noc_comments_031212.pdf

Name: Anne  Nelson
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March 12, 2012 
 
Ms. Nancy Sutley, Dr. John Holdren, and Members National Ocean Council c/o Council on 
Environmental Quality  
722 Jackson Place, NW 
Washington, DC 20503 
 
Re: Comments and Priorities on the Draft National Ocean Policy Implementation Plan 
 
Dear Chairs Sutley and Holdren and National Ocean Council Members, 
 
Thank you for providing opportunity to comment and for your consideration.  First off, I would like to 
commend you on your leadership in this exciting process. It is heartening to see the process driven and 
underscored by an ecosystem-based management approach. Overall the plan and process outlined will 
steer us in a positive direction for comprehensive marine and coastal spatial planning.  
 
ECOSYSTEM BASED MANAGEMENT 
Comprehensive planning must account for not only economic services derived from the ocean but must 
fundamentally account for ecosystem services provided by the ocean upon which we are all dependent.  
The reduction in provision of those fundamental ecosystem services must be factored into the cost of 
extractive uses such as energy development and production. 
 
INFORM DECISIONS AND IMPROVE UNDERSTANDING 
Action	
  2:	
  Provide	
  scientific	
  information	
  to	
  support	
  emerging	
  sustainable	
  uses	
  of	
  
resources	
  including	
  renewable	
  energy,	
  aquaculture,	
  and	
  biotechnology.	
  
 
The rapidly developing marine renewable energy industry indeed necessitates a thorough understanding 
of the long-term benefits and impacts to marine systems and species, in addition to benefits for human 
energy use.  Please consider adding an additional action item to fill known data gaps of marine mammal 
migratory corridors and critical habitat for use in siting marine renewable energy facilities. Potential 
impacts from noise, entanglement, disruption of migration and foraging areas are but a few deleterious 
impacts installations of these facilities may incur.  We have an opportunity to develop this nascent 
industry proactively and develop in such a way to robustly consider marine mammals and the food chain 
they depend upon before any further facilities are sited in US waters.  The timing is right to understand 
finally and definitively where and how endangered and protected species use our oceans in light of EBM 
and CMSP.  One deliverable to add in the action items would be specific guidance relevant to marine 
mammals for planning for marine renewable energy. 
 
Action	
  4:	
  Integrate	
  social	
  and	
  natural	
  scientific	
  information	
  into	
  decision-­‐making.	
  
Consider separating natural and social science information into separate action areas. A great 
more could and should be said here about integrating natural science into decision making as it is 
the backbone of ecosystem based management and the plan as a whole.  
 
COORDINATE AND SUPPORT  
Please consider adding migratory fish and marine mammals into the narrative on shared 
priorities of ROPs (p. 36.) 
 
REGIONAL ECOSYSTEM AND PROTECTION AND RESTORATION 
Action	
  6:	
  Identify	
  nationally	
  significant	
  marine	
  and	
  Great	
  Lakes	
  natural	
  and	
  cultural	
  
areas	
  in	
  need	
  of	
  protection.	
  
	
  



This is a key action item in which to add a milestone regarding identifying regionally significant 
migratory corridors for marine mammals.  Consider applying a gap analysis in Oregon, where 
strong interest in marine renewable energy and large data gaps on federally endangered marine 
mammal spatial use of Oregon waters could provide ample fodder for this exercise.   
 
 
Thank you for consideration and extensive work to develop and carry out the National Ocean 
Policy Implementation Plan. This is indeed an exciting time! 
 
 
Best regards, 
Anne Nelson 
 


