Goal IV:
Catalyze Scientific Research on Critical and
Emerging Issues

Actions

1.

Foster discussion among ocean agencies to identify criti-
cal and emerging research issues.

Support forums and reports that seek to develop priorities
on emerging ocean topics.

Promote strategic partnerships and investments in
emerging issues.

Develop creative mechanisms to engage new stakehold-
ers and enhance diversity of sectors engaged in the part-
nerships.

IWG-OP Timeline

1998 — National Oceanographic Partnership Program (NOPP) estab-

lished by the 1997 Defense Authorization Act to coordinate oceano- I nte I’age n Cy WO I'ki ng
graphic research.
Group on Ocean

2000 — U.S. Congress enacted the Oceans Act of 2000, which creat-

ed the U.S. Commission on Ocean Policy. Partnersh i ps
2004 — U.S. Commission on Ocean Policy final report released cov-

ered issues that included, among others, resource use and protection, /
transportation, science, education, and mapping. The Way Ahead

2004 — President George Bush subsequently released U.S. Ocean
Action Plan (OAP), which provided the foundation to advance the next
generation of ocean, coastal, and Great Lakes policy.

2006 — The Joint Subcommittee on Ocean Science and Technology
chartered the Interagency Working Group on Ocean Partnerships
(successor to the NOPP Interagency Working Group).

2009 — The Obama Administration established an interagency ocean
policy Task Force to develop a National Ocean Policy.

2010 — President Obama signed an Executive Order (EO 13547) N = 1
adopting the final recommendations of the interagency ocean policy atlona

Task Force, thereby creating the National Ocean Policy. Oceanographic
2013 — The National Ocean Policy Implementation Plan is released ] o
containing five overarching themes for highlighting the nation’s re- Partrlers p
sponsibility for improving and maintaining the health of the oceans,

coasts, and Great Lakes. PI'OgI'am

Today — The IWG-OP, building on its history of establishing and
promoting strong partnerships throughout the oceanographic commu-
nity, works to coordinate actions referenced within the National Ocean
Policy Implementation Plan in addition to supporting ocean research
as the governing body to NOPP.

Contact Information:
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National Oceanographic Partnership Program Office
4100 N. Fairfax Drive, Suite 800, Arlington, VA 22203
www.NOPP.org
info@nopp.org
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Background

The National Oceanographic Partnership Program (NOPP)
was established by the 1997 Defense Authorization Act to
coordinate and strengthen ocean research efforts by identi-
fying and carrying out partnerships among federal agencies,
academia, industry and other members of the oceanograph-
ic scientific community.

In 2006, the National Science and Technology Council’s
Joint Subcommittee on Ocean Science and Technology,
today the Subcommittee on Ocean Science and Technology
(SOST), chartered the Interagency Working Group on
Ocean Partnerships (IWG-OP) to build on the success of
NOPP and serve as the next generation operational feed-
back body charged with coordinating NOPP activities.

Since its inception, the IWG-OP has been working on bring-
ing together the oceanographic community, including partici-
pation by a full range of stakeholders, from federal and state
agencies to Regional Ocean Partnerships (ROPs), industry,
academia, non-governmental organizations, and local citi-
zens. Bringing together these sectors is fundamental to the
IWG-OP’s success in supporting scientific research that
delivers the technical information for making policy decisions
that ensure the wise use of our oceans and coasts while
maintaining their health.

Goal I:
Facilitate and Promote Ocean Partnerships through
the National Oceanographic Partnership Program
(NOPP)

Actions

1. Build on the partnership successes of the NOPP and continue to
seek new, creative, partnerships such as public-private partner-
ships.

2. Provide a forum to discuss funding of ocean research priorities.

3. Investin critical topics (e.g., Broad Agency Announcements and
Requests for Proposals) in support of shared agency interests,
including those identified through the National Ocean Policy,
Science for an Ocean Nation: Update of the Ocean Research
Priorities Plan, and other interagency activities.

4. Present an annual Excellence in Partnering Award to recognize
the best examples of NOPP funded research being conducted
with scientists from multiple sectors of the oceanographic com-
munity.

5. Report to Congress on partnership activities.

Goal llI:

Foster Partnerships Necessary to Support Actions
in the National Ocean Policy Implementation Plan

Actions

1. Facilitate dialogue on those National Ocean Policy Implementa-
tion Plan actions requiring interagency or inter-sector partner-
ships in order to realize success.

2. Implement the Coordinate and Support milestones within the
National Ocean Policy Implementation Plan.

3. Identify mechanisms to support science and data needs of the
Regional Planning Bodies (RPBs) and Regional Ocean Partner-
ships (ROPs).

Goal lll:

Promote Coordinated Ocean Agency
Planning

Actions

1. Broaden engagement among federal agencies as the
leading resource on ocean partnership activities.

2. Facilitate informational forums on emerging ocean
science and technologies for government leaders spe-
cifically regarding needs, opportunities, and benefits of
multi-agency and multi-sector relationships.

3. Improve partnership flexibility among federal agencies
(financial and staffing resources) by:

®  encouraging interagency personnel rota-
tions;

e facilitating interagency transfer of resources;

e  developing shared interagency objectives for
complementary missions.

4. Develop mechanisms to leverage federal and non-
federal resources through engagement with the region-
al alliances, consortia, private entities and foundations.

5. Raise awareness of and assist in resolving obstacles
and disincentives to partnerships, both external and
internal to the federal government.




