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*Authors, editors and publishers are committed to providing the broadest
possible access to our publications. Our goal is to expand access to the
latest breakthroughs in the scientific research and developments in
academic thought.

* The main purpose of a scholarly journal is to report on original research or
experimentation in order to make such information available to the global
research community.

* It requires considerable investment to maintain the highest standards for
peer-reviewed scientific publication and sustainable mechanisms are
required to enable this system to continue. This is threatened by access
policies that do not take these costs into account, and it is critically
important that any new policies do not damage the publishing institutions
on which the Federal Government and science depend.

* Overall, access to research articles is good, particularly in the United States,
where 97% of researchers are happy with access to journal articles

* Publishers are committed to identifying any gaps in access and have
developed a number of mechanisms to close those gaps in sustainable
ways. These include initiatives to broaden access for researchers in
developing countries, patients, and the public.

* Any efforts by government to establish policies for peer-reviewed research
should be done in consultation with all affected stakeholders, ensuring that
such policies do not undermine the sustainability of the peer review
publishing system which is necessary to ensure the quality and integrity of
scientific research. |adhere to the above statements.

Yours sincerely, Esteban Domingo, Associate Editor, Virus Research



