EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
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WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503

March 5, 2014
(House Rules)

STATEMENT OF ADMINISTRATION POLICY

H.R. 2641 — Responsibly and Professionally Invigorating Development Act of 2013
(Rep. Marino, R-Pennsylvania, and 10 cosponsors)

The Administration strongly opposes H.R. 2641, which would undercut responsible decision-
making and public involvement in the Federal environmental review and permitting processes.
As the Administration said when this legislation was considered previously, H.R. 2641 will
increase litigation, regulatory delays, and potentially force agencies to approve a project if the
review and analysis cannot be completed before the proposed arbitrary deadlines. This
legislation complicates the regulatory process and creates two sets of standards for Federal
agencies to follow to review projects -- one for "construction projects” and one for all other
Federal actions, such as rulemakings or management plans.

The Administration strongly rejects the legislation’s premise that public input and responsible
agency decision-making under current law hinders job creation. The Administration believes
that H.R. 2641, if enacted, will lead to more confusion and delay, limit public participation in the
permitting process, and ultimately hamper economic growth. The Administration supports
efforts to improve the efficiency of the environmental review processes without diminishing
requirements for rigorous analyses, agency consultation, and public participation. This includes
an Interagency Steering Committee that will publish a plan with 15 reforms and over 80 actions
to modernize the Federal permitting and review of major infrastructure projects.

If the President were presented with H.R. 2641, his senior advisors would recommend that he
veto the bill.
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